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English applicants to nursing by age
by 30 June deadline each year
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Trend
19 and under 15,150 15,250 15,070 13,090 12,470 13,610 -17%
20-24 14,170 13,200 12,510 9,590 8,190 8,120 -35%
25-29 8,300 7,930 8,220 5,700 4,620 4,770 -44%
30-34 5,550 5,250 5,570 3,870 3,290 3,300 -41%
35+ 9,380 9,530 10,470 7,810 6,690 7,010 -36%
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Source: 2019 applicant figures — 30 June deadline, UCAS, 
 
First year nursing students from England
Detailed subject breakdown, full- and part-time undegraduates
2016/17 2017/18 change
Nursing 19,775 17,210 -13%
Adult nursing 95 25 -74%
Mental health nursing 870 870 +0%
Midwifery 725 665 -8%
Practice nursing 110 55 -50%
Children's nursing 60 45 -25%
Clinical practice nursing 1,240 445 -64%
Community nursing 3,075 2,975 -3%
Critical care nursing 2,205 2,310 +5%
Learning disability nursing 40 45 +13%
Medical nursing 13,780 11,695 -15%
Surgical nursing 20 20 +0%
Health visiting 160 170 +6%
Palliative care nursing 3,480 3,085 -11%
Dental nursing 510 315 -38%
School nursing 385 180 -53%
Neonatal care 515 440 -15%
Emergency nursing 255 260 +2%
Older people nursing 65 195 +200%
Nursing not elsewhere classified 2,210 2,205 -0%
TOTAL 49,575 43,210 -13%
Source: HE student enrolments by subject of study and 
domicile 2014/15 to 2017/18, HESA 
Source: End of cycle data resources, UCAS 
HE student enrolments by subject of study and domicile 2014/15 to 2017/18, 
HESA
Applications from England to subjects allied to medicine
Thousands of applications to full-time undergraduate courses through UCAS by 30 June
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
change 2016 
to 2019
Anatomy,Physiology and Pathology 23.4 23.9 25.1 21.9 21.7 22.6 -10%
Pharmacology,Toxicology and Pharmacy 18.7 17.1 16.7 15.2 15.2 16.7 +0%
Complementary Medicine 1.8 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.0 1.8 -17%
Nutrition 4.3 4.5 4.9 4.5 3.8 3.4 -30%
Ophthalmics 4.4 4.5 4.9 5.2 5.6 6.6 +34%
Aural and Oral Sciences 3.7 3.9 4.0 3.1 2.9 2.9 -28%
Nursing 191.8 186.3 188.1 144.8 121.1 123.3 -34%
Medical Technology 12.3 11.7 13.0 10.6 9.5 9.3 -28%
Others in Subjects allied to Medicine 49.5 49.5 49.0 46.9 45.0 50.7 +3%
Combinations within Subjects allied to Medicine 1.1 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.9 -10%
TOTAL 310.9 304.6 308.9 255.2 227.6 238.3 -23%
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